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Call out for Lead Artist
Haptic Theatre — A Digital Theatre and Performance R&D

SUMMARY

Scottish Youth Theatre is seeking a Theatre Director with proven experience and interest in
digital performance, emerging technologies and live theatre to support the delivery of Haptic
Theatre — an R&D project taking place in Dundee, in collaboration with Abertay University and
XR Network+. Haptic Theatre is a short, distinct project exploring the potential of haptic
feedback suits in performance and how they can forge unique connections between performers
and audience members.

FEE £2,175

The fee is calculated at:

+ £190 x 7 days (online and in-person) for induction, preparation, development and performances
*  £750 x 1 week of rehearsals and initial performance/data collection
*  £95 x 1 evaluation session

There is allowance in the project budget to cover travel and accommodation for artists based
outside of Dundee. This is a limited amount and the role may therefore be more suited to an
artist already based in Scotland.

PROJECT BRIEF

Scottish Youth Theatre is excited to be collaborating with Abertay University on an innovative
hybrid R&D project that explores the potential of haptic suit technology and pushes the
boundaries of immersive audience experiences.

What does it feel like to absorb the impact of a rugby tackle, wrestle with the pressure of a
water cannon or experience the extreme G-force of a Formula 1 car? TESLASUIT technology
(https://teslasuit.io/) can simulate all these sensations for training, gaming and full-body

learning purposes. So, what is the potential for live theatre audiences?

Using TESLASUITS and motion capture technology, Haptic Theatre R&D aims to synchronise the
sensations of performers in action with audience members as they witness it. Audiences will be
immersed in a unique and personal experience of the same story told through movement,
narrative and feeling.

We're seeking a Theatre Director who will collaborate with the project team and 2 young adult
performers to apply the possibilities of this technology to a live theatre-making and performance
context.


https://teslasuit.io/

Alongside the project team, the Director will identify a scene or script (15-20 minutes long) that
can be adapted into both a real-world stage and virtual environment. The core element of the
R&D is a week of experimentation, testing, rehearsals and data-gathering with the TESLASUITS
in Abertay's state of the art production studios, which includes a fully equipped virtual
production environment. Findings will then be shared at a showcase event for invited industry
experts, theatre practitioners and emerging technology specialists.

Please see Submission Details below to understand more about the enquiry. Also see Scope for
key milestones throughout the project.

SCOPE
Nov 2024 FOUNDATIONS
* Induction and planning (2 online sessions and initial research) 1 day
* Attend 2 in-person development sessions at Abertay University, to | 2 days
learn the technology and start planning the scene/stage
Jan 2025 DEVELOPMENT
* Preparation and further research (to be used across project) 2 days
*  Work with 2 young adult performers and the project team 1 week
experimenting with and testing the TESLASUITS
» Evaluate the stage and virtual scene with the performers
* Rehearse the performance as part of the data-gathering process
Feb 2025 OUTCOMES

* Final rehearsals and preparation after fine-tuning the virtual scene 2 days
and TESLASUIT haptic experience
» Showcase event with invited industry guests

Mar 2025  + Attend an online project debrief with SYT and Abertay University | % day
after the showcase event

ABOUT SCOTTISH YOUTH THEATRE

Scottish Youth Theatre is a young artists' development organisation with a national remit to
work with young people aged 14 to 25. Our purpose is to collaborate with young theatre artists
to create experiences and events that reverberate in their lives, their communities and their
country. The opportunities we offer are inspired and shaped by young people from across
Scotland who tell us their needs and aspirations to thrive as young creatives. As our artistic
programme evolves, a focus is to locate our work across Scotland, connecting with artists and
industry partners that inspire innovative theatre-making and participation opportunities;
including emerging technology, hybrid performance and the vision to stage theatre outwith its
conventional setting.



ABOUT ABERTAY UNIVERSITY

Haptic Theatre R&D is delivered in partnership with Abertay University. Abertay University is a
leader in game technology and virtual production, renowned for offering innovative programs
that combine cutting-edge tools with hands-on industry experience. As the first university to
launch a degree in computer games, Abertay continues to push the boundaries of game design
and experiences derived from game technology. With state-of-the-art facilities like our Virtual
Production Lab, students and researchers gain the skills and expertise needed to thrive in the
dynamic digital and creative industries.

SUBMISSION DETAILS

You can apply for the Lead Artist role via recruitment@scottishyouththeatre.org, titling your
email 'Haptic Theatre Lead Artist Application’ Please include the following as part of your
application for the role:

* A CV (no more than 3 A4 pages) including an artist bio and website link (if applicable)
* A 750-word (maximum) cover letter responding to the following questions;
*  "What experiences of digital performance and/or hybrid theatre do you have?" (it is
useful to include links to work already completed in reference to this question)
*  "How will this project develop your practice as a director and theatre-maker?"
*  "What excites you about the fusion of technology and theatre?"

If you would prefer to apply in an alternative format, discuss access requirements or have
questions regarding the application, please get in contact directly with Digital Media Producer
Jamie Steedman on jamie@scottishyouththeatre.org.

On submission of your application, you will receive an automatic reply that will include a link
to an anonymous Equalities Monitoring form. This is optional but we encourage all applicants
to complete it to help us monitor the diversity of applicants who are applying for opportunities
with Scottish Youth Theatre.

DEADLINE

The deadline for applications is 23:59 on Sunday 6 October
We aim to respond to all candidates by no later than 18:00 on Friday 18 October
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mailto:recruitment%40scottishyouththeatre.org?subject=Haptic%20Theatre%20Lead%20Artist%20Application
mailto:jamie%40scottishyouththeatre.org?subject=

ASSESSMENT PROCESS

Submissions will be assessed on the strength and depth of the CV and the responses to the
questions above.

In recognition that recruitment can be used as a tool of inclusion and exclusion, we reserve the
right to use recruitment to address under-representation through targeted recruitment and/or
positive action.

To comply with legislation, the successful candidate will be asked to prove their right to live and
work in the UK before a contract of employment can be issued.

You can read Scottish Youth Theatre's 'Commitment to Our Freelance Workforce' here.

CONTACT DETAILS

If you have any further questions, please contact Jamie Steedman on:
jamie@scottishyouththeatre.org



https://scottishyouththeatre.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Commitment-to-Freelance-Workforce-February-2024.pdf
mailto:jamie%40scottishyouththeatre.org?subject=
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